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Cllr Paul Helyer

From: Andrew Clegg
Sent: 25 November 2022 20:13
To: Cllr Paul Helyer; Joy Bailey; Cllr John Hole; Ash Warne; Tony Welsh
Cc: support@martock-pc.gov.uk; Gordon Swindells; Neil Bloomfield
Subject: Council houses

 
Dear Planning Committee 
 
Sorry this is a long email but I hope you will read it. 
 
Its purpose is to share quite a lot of work and thinking that has gone into the issue of conserving the best of our 
village which has 200 listed buildings, exceeded only in Somerset by Taunton, Shepton and Bridgewater. 
 
But this is about an important set of buildings that are not listed. 
 
It is a bit of background to an application for an extension that mayl come before the next Planning meeting. 
 
 
 
You may (or may not) have heard of Sir Nikolaus Pevsner’s ‘Buildings of England’ - 46 volumes of guidebooks to the 
architecture of the whole of England that is now kept under revision by County.  It is a monumental critical 
evaluation of the best of English architecture.  A positive mention in Pevsner means the building is important. 
 
Pevsner devoted a good few pages to Martock - more that most other Somerset villages - and he mentioned our 
Council Houses, of which we have a fine collection that we should be taking care of. 
 
The Council House movement began in earnest after WW! as the ‘Homes for Heroes’ movement and the key Act 
became known as the Addison Act after the Minister responsible - who was the Minister of Health.   This allowed 
District Councils to build houses.  The dynamic Yeovil Rural District Council  had, however, already begun building 
council houses 10 years earlier when they commissioned the local architectural firm of Petter and Warren to 
produce a succession of simple and elegant designs. John Petter, one of the founder partners, was the son of James 
Petter who founded the Yeovil engineering company that subsequently became Westland.  
 
The Petter and Warren basic design drew heavily on the Arts and Crafts movement that evolved at the end of the 
nineteenth Century and gave rise to a very English the style of architecture we see in our Garden Cities (and here in 
Martock in the two sets of houses on Coat Road opposite the new development).  Roofs were prominent and 
overhanging, often with gables at the front, bedroom windows were immediately under the eaves, and chimneys 
were a significant design feature in a practical central position for warmth.  And there must be a small front garden 
and a large rear one to allow some food self-sufficiency - big enough for chickens and pigs.  Above all, the plumbing 
had moved inside and included a flush toilet. 
 
Martock has examples of almost all the Petter and Warren designs from the earliest (the Horseshoe dating from 
1912) to the post-WW2 iterations at the end of East Street. The houses are typically in groups of two, four or six, 
each pair sharing a chimney stack. They are simple symmetrical designs often arranged in rows or crescents 
containing several blocks of houses. 

The finest crescent in Martock is Steppes Crescent (mentioned in Pevsner and dating from about 1921) which 
consists of 22 houses in 11 semi-detached pairs. These each have a single entrance door at the side, very common at 
that time. The terrace of six pairs on the south side of Coat Road are a slightly later iteration with front doors on the 
front and chimneys separated and moved to the rear roof (sadly some have been removed). 
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There is a fine row of four groups of four in Bower Hinton on the West side just above and opposite the United 
Reformed Church. Two sets of these are in brick and two in stone. These were built probably in the 1930s. Later, 
after World War II it was felt that Council Houses should have an access to the rear and so the two central houses in 
post-war groups of four had a central passage through the building.  We can see these at the end of East Street.  

Martock has a particularly fine and important collection of Petter council houses which show how the basic well-
proportioned design has evolved over time. We should be thinking about conserving them. We should, in 
particular, be wary of proposals that would compromise the essential features of the design such as the overall 
symmetry of each group, the simple porticos, the big overhanging and dominant roofs and the large and 
symmetrically placed chimney stacks. Nationally, we are beginning to see some of the best council housing listed 
and this includes one unusual version of the Petter design produced in corporation with Peter Nissen (of Nissen Hut 
fame). Sadly we dont have any of these but a prominent group of eight in four semi-detached buildings can be seen 
from the A 303 above Queen Camel. 

It is unlikely that any of our Council Houses will be listed any time soon, not because they are undeserving but 
because there are still lots of them.  And also because it is not Historic England policy usually to list groups of 
houses.  This means that it is up to us to try and ensure that these houses are passed on in as good a condition as 
possible to future generations. 

In recent months you may have seen that some of the best have been desecrated by the Housing Association that 
now owns them. The old Bridgewater tiles have been stripped off, new lining and (presumably) good insulation have 
been added and new tiles have been put on which have a rather dead plastic uniform look about them.  So a roof 
that once covered four houses uniformly has been partially replaced leaving old tiles only on the ones that have 
been bought by tenants.  I wonder what Pevsner would have made of it. 

For more information see http://www.martockplan.org.uk/Documents/Supportingdocs/VDS.pdf  (from page 11) 

 
Hope you got this far. 
 
Andrew 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


