
Sparrows works planning application  
 
A bit of background 
 
This is the site of Sparrows Works, a foundry developed around 1850 by William 
Sparrow, formerly of Parrett works.  It became Martock's most successful 
business specialising at the turn of the century in electric generator powered 
commercial and domestic premises (and in the process developed a world first, 
the electric dodgem car). Sparrows Works is on both sides of the road, this 
development site is the oldest and south of the road and is currently unused. 
 
Although the foundry itself and its chimney have been demolished, the remaining 
C19 stone buildings still exist and will be incorporated into the development.  The 
C20 buildings (brick) will be demolished. 
 
The whole development is brownfield and is within the Settlement Boundary (two 
characteristics which tilt the planning balance very much in its favour) . 
 
 
 
The development history of the area is as follows 
 
2005  Planning consent was given to agricultural land south of the road 
adjacent to Sparrows works (not owned by Sparrows) to extend the industrial 
area onto greenfield land to the south and west.  A number of proposals emerged 
from potential clients but they fell away, mainly, it seems, because of the 
stringent conditions associated with light and noise as the area is bounded by 
houses. 
 
2008  Publication of the Martock Peripheral Landscape Study.  This showed 
the 2005 area surrounded by a landscape deemed unsuitable for development - 
it was later made clear by the author of the study that, had the 2005 permission 
not been already granted, this area would also have been deemed unsuitable on 
landscape grounds.   
 
2014  A proposal to change the 2005 industrial consent to build 45 houses 
on the land, including the brownfield area, was received.  The brownfield area 
was advertised for a year (as required) to test its suitability for industry but there 
were no responses and the last few industrial tenants left. 
 
2015  SSDC turned down the 2014 application for 45 houses.  It went to 
appeal where it was also turned down.  The main reasons were that the houses 
were too great in number, too far from the village centre and also harmed the 
greenfield landscape (albeit minor harm). 



 
2017  Sparrows were granted permission to replace the two large 1948  
industrial warehouses north of the road with a modern suite of 10 industrial and 
commercial buildings which included relocating the dangerous entrance to a 
much safer position on the east side.  This proposal is still active and awaits 
funding from the disposal of the old site south of the road. 
 
2018  The greenfield land earmarked for commercial and industrial 
development in 2005 was removed from the SSDC list of viable sites after the 
approval of the Stoke Road commercial area. 
 
2022  The current application was received.  This only covers the brownfield 
site and is for 10 rather than 45 houses.  This means, in effect, that most of the 
reasons for refusal at the appeal fall away. 
	  


