
MPC Planning Committee 2021/22 Report 
Scope 
This report covers the Martock Planning Committee activities for the period from May 2021 through 
to April 2022 together with planning applications considered by Full Council. 

Planning Committee Meetings 
There have been just 2 formal meetings of the Planning Committee plus 2 informal meetings when 
the committee was not quorate or the was no clerk available to support a meeting. 

9 Applications were considered at Planning Committee meetings and 32 were considered at Full 
Council meetings. 

The Planning Committee had some discussions about: 

 commissioning a Traffic and Transport study – some funding has been earmarked towards 
such a study. 

 commissioning a study into pedestrian and disabled access– some funding has been 
earmarked towards such a study 

 a further conservation area (this had previously been agreed by MPC but had not been 
progress at district level). 

Planning Applications Considered 
Of the 41 applications considered: 

 4 concerned tree surgery or the felling of trees in the conservation areas or subject to tree 
preservation orders. 

 2 concerned the display of advertising signs. 
 8 concerned work requiring Listed Building Consent. 
 18 were applications for extensions or garden buildings. 
 2 concerned Reserved Matters issues on applications already granted outline permission. 
 2 applications were for outline planning permission: 

o a 100 dwelling development North of Coat Road 
o a single dwelling development at Goose Hill Barn in Bower Hinton  

 5 applications were for full planning permission: 
o a 9-dwelling development off of Dimmocks Lane in Bower Hinton 
o change of use to equestrian and construction of stable block 
o a building providing 8 industrial units at Martock Business Park 
o construction of a café at Martock Workspace Stoke Road 
o installation of a further 3 commercial units at Martock Workspace Stoke Road 

 
Of the applications considered by Martock Parish Council: 

 1 was withdrawn by the applicants 
 2 were refused by SSDC 
 24 were permitted by SSDC or permitted with conditions 
 14 still await a decision by SSDC. 

 
The application to build 9 houses adjacent to Dimmocks Lane.  This proposal was withdrawn (after 
MPC had recommended refusal based on Neighbourhood Plan Policies).  
 
5 applications concerned proposals to build new dwellings for which the Local Area Planning 
Authority has yet to decide. 



 An application for outline permission to develop up to 100 house to the North of Coat Road.  
MPC recommended refusal based on Neighbourhood Plan Policies. 

 A reserved matters application for a previously agreed outline proposal to build 24 houses at 
Triways off of Foldhill Lane.  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 A reserved matters application for a previously agreed outline proposal to build 1 house at 
the rear of the Manor House on Church Street.  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 An outline application for 1 house at Goose Hill Barn Bower Hinton.  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 A full application for 1 house at the junction of Foldhill Close and Bearley Road.  
MPC recommended refusal. 

 
3 applications concerned proposals to build new work units. for which the SSDC Planning Authority 
has yet to decide. 

 An application for a light industrial building providing 8 individual units at Martock Business 
Park Oakland Road  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 An application for a café at Martock Workspace, Stoke Road  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 An application for 3 commercial units at Martock Workspace, Stoke Road  
MPC recommended conditional support. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan & Local Plan Status 
The Martock Neighbourhood Plan was formally adopted on 3rd June 2021 having been accepted by 
Martock at a referendum on 6th May 2021.  The Martock Neighbourhood Plan is consistent with the 
consultation version of the South Somerset Local Plan Review 2016-2036. 
 
There have been no changes to SSDC Local Plan during year. 
South Somerset’s Local Plan for 2006-2028 was adopted on 5 March 2015.   
The South Somerset Local Plan Review 2016-2036 has been prepared and has not progressed from 
the second formal stage of consultation.   
 
The Local Plan Review 2016-2036 indicates that a further 210 new dwellings would be required 
within Martock over the period covered and indicates 3 preferred development sites. Planning 
approval has subsequently been granted for some 135 new houses in Martock and applications 
covering a further 162 new houses are still awaiting a final decision. 
 
Planning Approval was granted in 2019 for a development of 120 houses at one of the preferred 
sites – and the development concerned (Coat Grove) is nearing completion. 
An outline planning application for 100 houses – part of which included another of the preferred 
sites was submitted during the year.  Martock PC recommended refusal.  SSDC has yet to decide. 
 
In the next few years, we will need to start work on the next iteration of the Martock 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Paul Helyer 
(2021-22 Chair of MPC Planning Committee) 
11th May 2022 


